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Jill Hardt riding
Merlin in piaffe.
She earned her
Gold Medal with
a score of
66.170% at
Grand Prix.

Congratulations,
Jill.
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'Mary Has Ridden Off To Texas!

After finally selling her home, Mary has gone

to Texas where she has family, friends and
aspirations. Since this was a bit unexpected,
she doesndét have a hou
be staying with Jill Hardt until February. She
hopes to come back then to fulfill a technical
felegate requirement, working at a two day
show, and picking up Star as well.

iAl Il this would have
the offer when | went out to Texas in Decem-
bero said Mary. She
moved by December 318 a whirlwind of effi-
ciency.

been much easi e

w iistsmailingelabelsa Yok narge
it, Mary has done it. And she
will even help me run my first
rated show this spring long
distance from Texas!

Mary has been a dedicated member of

anna60@tampabay rr.coh SDCTA for many years, always helping out if

USDF GMO

ﬁ‘t Website Award
= for Small Clubs

Mary, thank you for all your
help. It is going to be very dif-
ficult to fill your shoes. We
will miss you!

asked (and sometimes even before). She vol-
unteered to be the secretary at schooling
shows and rated shows, for many years, a
credit to the Club. She served on the Board
and every officer position. She has helped
with the newsletter, organized records-prize

SUBMISSION DEADLINE TO COLLECTIONS IS THE 20 th OF THE MONTH

SDCTA is a Group Member Organization (GMO) & all members are automatically Group Men
(GMs). For USDF Participating Membership, members must apply directly to USDF.

Barbara Sutton
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H appy Birthday to ygoue. .4 birthdays to you!
MaryAnne Burns 1/7 Chris Bubley 10/31

Ann Cabhill .
Susan Griffin 1/23 Lisa Yanchar 11/14
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8 Shelley Matthews 1/4 Angela Lytle 11/26 &
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Denise Perotta 1/14 Elizabeth Campbell 12/28

Amy Pouliot 1/19
Michele Russell 1/1
Barbara Sutton 1/18 forgive me if | missed anyone...
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We have no meeting minutes from December
house for the Christmas party. We had a good turnout, but many members missed out on the
good food, good conversation (much of it was hoedated, but there were other conversations
going on) and good natured camaraderie. There was plenty of space for all of us, and we madge
the most of it, especially in the BIG kitchen, family room and beautiful black and white Florida
room. And we all got a gift bag when we left, from both the caterer and our hostess!

Thank you, Mireille, for a Christmas party to remember.
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Training Tip of the Month OOH! Time for their SHOTS!

Part of owning a horse means giving annual vaccines or occasionally having to administer antibiot-
ics. Giving a horse a shot is something many people dread because it can turn into a problem. You
could try to do some basic groundwork with your horse like, leading, backing up, moving sideways,
for a few minutes to get your horse focused you.

Once you have done your groundwork, take the yroi
you need to administer the shot) in a rhythmic manner. At first, this may bother the horse but as

soon as he stands still and relaxes, take the syringe away. Let him relax for 30 seconds or so and

then repeat the tapping exercise again. Continue doing this until your horse is desensitized to the

tapping.

The next step is to simply tap, tap, tap, give the shot, and then tap, tap, tap. If your horse throws its
head up or gets bothered, just ignore it and ont
big deal. I f you dondét act I|li ke itds a big de@l ,

The main thing to remember is to not act any different around your horse when giving him a shot.

Act just as you normally would if you were simply going to catch him. Some people start sneaking

around their horse when they have to give a shot, and it just makes the horse uncomfortable and

nervous. Remember, horses are excellent at reading our body language, so keep yours relaxed

and calm, desensitize your horse to the tappif@g f
next time you have to give one of those dreaded shots.

I f you have a tip that has worked for you and youodl | i
barbaratom@aldu.net. We 81 | be happy to print it

Tom Noone Clinic at Turtleback Farmd February 21 & 22nd

Tom is a USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist who represented the US at the 2001 World Cup in Denfihark
and was short listed for the World Equestrian Games in 2002. Tom has trained and shown more than a d@zen
horses to Grand Prix. Tom has been competing since winning dileadhen he was 3. Since 1984, when he

won the ASHA (USEF) Training Level Horse of the Year at the age of 11, Tom has earned National and/@ Re-
gional Championships at every level to Grand Prix all on horses he has trained.In his clinics, Tom works With
every level of rider because he realizes that riders want to continue to learn no matter what their current Igvel.

The clinic is open to all level of riders orfiest comei first served basjsessions are 45 minutes. The fee is
$100for currentSDCTA members in good standing (earned their volunteer hours last $&aBfor current
SDCTA members (who did not earn their hours) &85for nonrmembers (no coupons or vouchers acceptef).
Auditors are welcome (bring your own chaihgs arenot welcome, even if held or on leash!

No stabling available.

For more information concerning the clinic, contact Tracy Schlabactb838168 or email at
tschlab@yahoo.com
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Suncoast Dressage & Combined Training Association

Tom Noone

Clinic at Turtleback Farm

Rider Name:

Horse Name:

Current Level of Rider: Current Level of Horse:

Ride Date(sxheck all that apply Saturday, Feb 20th: Sunday, Feb 21st:

Ride time preference:
(SDCTAwWill attempt to assign preferred ride times but makes no commitments. NO refund fees due to ride timg
assignment)

Date of Coggins: (Please include a copy)

FEES: Entry in clinic is on a first come] first served basis!Rides areb100for currentSDCTA in good stand-
ing (earned their volunteer hours last year), $11%or currentmembers (who did not earn their volunteer hours)
and$135for nonmembersPayment must be includedo secure a reservation. Make checks payabBDGTA.

WARNING: Under Florida law, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for
an injury to, or the death of, a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of
equine activities.

Suncoast Dressage & Combined Training and Turtleback Farm Reledsaree to indemnify

and hold harmless Suncoast Dressage & Combined Training Association, its Officers and Members,
and Turtleback Farm, and its Owners and Boarders from any loss, damage, liability, responsibility
or loss for any cause by way of personal injury or property damage to any property or property on
said premises as a result of our activity or function and from any other cause.

Signature of Rider: Date:

Signature of parent/legal guardian (under 18): Date:

Signature of Owneiif(not Ride): Date:

Payment must be made in advance by check or credit card to secure a space in clinic. Please sign above, en-
close payment and copy ofurrent cogginsand send to

SDCTA
284 Kent Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
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Presidents Message

Dear Members,

I hope all of you had a very wonderful holiday. (Eating too many cookies was definitely
one of my highlights!) Speaking of holidays, many thanks to Mireille Doffegnies for hosting
our Christmas party. She really put herself out and did a lovely job. Thank you again.

It is that time of year when we all stajrt
The nice thing about this sport is that goals for our horses and ourselves can be so varied
there are so many relevant pieces in this ongoing puzzle. .Competition itself is not always the
most important emphasis, but often competition can be a guide to what we need to work on
next . The health and fitness of both hor sip
pect to progress to collection, for example, unless the horse has learned to carry itself and sit
and the rider has the core strength and balance to use the different aids independently of one
another. Then there is also the endless work on technique to find all the little nuances in the
movements and build a rapport with our horses. It is never ending and full of rewards - good
luck!

SDCTA tries to help all of us with a well rounded schedule of programs at our meet-
ings, clinics, and shows. In order to be sure we are helping you with your goals, we need
your input on what you would like to have us offer. If you have ideas for meetings, favorite
clinicians, or any program you would like, just contact me or any board member. It is espe-
cially useful if you can help organizing your suggestions. We always can use new meeting
|l ocations too. Finally, we need everyoneodfp
unteer ¢é for shows, write an article for t

On a sad note, our good friend Mary Mobley is moving to Austin Texas the beginning
of the year. She has given so much of herself over the years. Mary has served in almost
every position on our board from president on down. Her work managing the rated shows is
huge, let alone her ongoing work as Treasurer, Membership Coordinator and the official con-
tact for the club. Those shoes are going
go around, Mary! We all wish you the very best in the future.

Joan
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